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Editorial
Dear Gospel Fan,
We are sorry to hear of the death of Ed Bonja who passed away on 4th September after a short illness in a clinic in
Berlin. He was Elvis’ official photographer and visited many Elvis events telling of his time “shooting” Elvis and of
course selling his photos, one of which we bought when he came to Bridlington.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we did attend the Thank You Very Much dance event in Manchester (see report
in this issue) at which the audience could either sit in “regular” rows of seats, or more informally at tables. We sat at a
table with a reporter from a newspaper who had come to write a review of the show and a couple who had come from
Holland.
We were pleased to attend two local events: Memphis by the Moors in Scarborough and Welcome to Elvis in
Bridlington where we had our Elvis Gospel display boards and in Scarborough were able to give a short presentation
of “Elvis Gospel “ to the audience, which is always well received.
Thanks to generous financial donations, we have been able to update our website: www.elvisgospel.com, in such a
way that I can now get into it to make any changes and regularly update. Do give it a visit if you are able.
Whatever your situation, be encouraged that you are very much loved and the Lord has his eye on you and will keep
you from harm as you stay under the shelter of his wings (Psalm 91).
God bless you,

Madeleine

Is the song “Life” by Shirl Milete a Gospel song? I say yes!
The song was written in 1969 and recorded by Elvis on June 6th1970 in RCA Studio B, Nashville, Tennessee.
Until 2002 it appeared only on the “Love Letters From Elvis” album and the ‘70’s Masters. I had always wondered why it
had never been included on a gospel album. At the Artist of the Century event in Birmingham, England, one of the guests
was Roger Semon, who with Ernst Jorgensen compiled the new Elvis albums. I asked Roger why Life had never been on
a gospel album, as it is the gospel in a nutshell. Roger agreed with me that it was indeed the gospel in a nutshell and told
me that they were compiling a new gospel album (which turned out to be the 3 CD Peace in the Valley set) and said that
he would include it just for me! Well he was true to his word and did so. Thank you, Roger! As far as I know, Elvis never
performed this song on stage.
The song describes the creation of the universe, by a powerful loving God. It explains how God made Humanity in His
own image. Humans had a wonderful relationship with God. They appreciated God and worshipped Him. God provided
for all their needs and human beings lived an idyllic existence. This wonderful existence was however spoilt when they
were tempted to disobey God. They chose to disobey God and the immediate consequence of that choice was that all
generations of humanity became alienated from God. Because of this shame, we could no longer have that close, trustful
loving relationship with our Creator. God, however, knew this and had a plan to help us come back into that good
relationship. He sent His only Son, Jesus, not only to show us how to live good lives, but also to die, on the cross, on our
behalf. This was so that we who were conceived in love, but who fell because of pride, greed and hate, can be reconciled
with God and have everlasting life. I have more recently learned* that Shirl’s comment on writing the song was that “It was
about deity itself and creation, tracing how we all got here. It was written with a more scientific angle than a Biblical
approach. Elvis loved it but the Colonel hated it!”
(* from Trevor Simpson’s amazing book Elvis His Songs of Praise – Vol 1)
What a wonderful song! Made even more wonderful by the beautiful voice God gave to Elvis.
The events referred to in this song can be read in the Bible in the book of Genesis, chapters 1, 2 and 3, the Gospel of
John, chapter 3 verses 16-21 and the Gospel of Luke, chapter 23 verses 26-46.
Interestingly when I asked our “Alexa” to play some Elvis gospel songs, the first one played was the Wonder of You,
which I believe was not written as a gospel song, but if the You referred to in the title is the Lord, then it is a gospel song.
(MW)

Bridlington Welcome to Elvis Weekend.
We were so pleased that this year the event not only included the Elvis Gospel Service at Emmanuel
Church, but also a Gospel Show in the Spa Theatre. The results of the tribute artist competition were:
Winner - Oliver Steinhoff from Germany with Kirk Turner runner-up and Redent Falzon 3rd.

Elvis loved his food!
Photo, left, shows Alberta Holman in front of Graceland.
Alberta met Gladys Presley when they worked together at
Britling Cafeteria, they became friends and Gladys later hired
her when the Presley's moved into Audubon Drive.
Alberta was a big help to Gladys, but Gladys liked to cook Elvis'
meals herself. After Gladys was gone, Elvis would get Alberta
(he called her Alberta V-05), to make one of his favourite meals
of bacon, hash browns and black eyed peas. Alberta was the
original maid and the only one to work both homes.

One of Elvis’ cooks - Alberta Holman

It is believed that Alberta is the one who taught Mary Jenkins
and other cooks how to fix Elvis’ favourite foods. Alberta was a
sweet lady and Chelsea Brinkman says “What I love about this
is that the Holmans and Presleys were the same humble,
working class people. Gladys didn’t hire “help,” she hired her
friend; one who I’m sure she grumbled with about long shifts,
difficult customers, and heat. A good thing happened for Gladys,
and she extended a hand to her trusted friend to join her.
.

Everything We Know About The Upcoming Elvis Biopic
Tom Hanks is to play Elvis Presley’s manager Colonel Tom Parker in Baz Luhrmann’s untitled Warner
Bros. biopic about the legendary musician. Luhrmann will direct the movie. He also penned the script with
Craig Pearce.
While Luhrmann always envisioned a star for Parker’s part, he wanted a newcomer for the role of Elvis.
So, who is cast as Elvis Presley?
27-year-old Austin Butler was the final pick to play Elvis after a massive search that included major stars
like Harry Styles, Ansel Elgort, Miles Teller and Aaron Taylor-Johnson—even rapper G-Eazy tested for the
role. Luhrmann gave a statement to Variety about Butler’s casting: “I had heard about Austin Butler from
his stand-out role opposite Denzel Washington in ‘The Iceman Cometh’ on Broadway, and through a
journey of extensive screen testing and music and performance workshops, I knew unequivocally that I
had found someone who could embody the spirit of one of the world’s most iconic musical figures.”

Graceland Chapel in the Woods

Fan Club President Madeleine Wilson (left)
with Elvis fan Sandra Lecomber at the
Memphis by the Moors celebration in
Scarborough, North Yorkshire on 16h
August

Elvis, Scotty Moore and Bill Black in the
early beginnings of their career. What a
way to travel, in that pink Cadillac, which
Elvis bought for Gladys, even though she
didn’t have a driver’s license. Bill’s double
bass is strapped to the roof of the car.

We have recently featured the new wedding chapel at
Graceland which this August had its First Birthday. This
photo shows the original Wedding Chapel in the Woods.

Thank You Very Much

We attended this amazing event in Manchester, UK. Below is the review by Anna Winter of the Guardian
newspaper. Photo by Hugo Glendinning
“From a consideration of the King and his impersonators, the disabled dancer and choreographer draws
together a thought-provoking and poignant show about identity, performance and disruption.
While Elvis unsettled staid white American with his hips, Cunningham draws attention to the confounding
force of disabled bodies, recognising in Elvis’s way of moving a physicality that, like her own, is free of
straight lines.
Audio recordings of insights from Elvis tribute artists reiterate a sense of otherness. Against a repeated
refrain that Presley’s power to shock was akin to “a creature from space”, Cunningham and dancer Tanja
Erhart perform a duet using intersecting crutches.
There’s an illuminating sequence in which Erhart shows how she learned to raise and swing her hip to walk
with a prosthetic left leg – the pelvis becomes a site of simple human mechanics rather than conservative
cultural anxiety.
When performer Dan Daw struts authoritatively around the space in pants and a gold-spangled jacket, the
work compellingly calls into question notions about voyeuristic spectacle and how we watch bodies that
don’t conform to a dancerly ideal. Although the pace feels drawn out at times, the heavyweight topics are
delivered with a light touch and warm tone, as the dancers take chatty turns addressing the audience,
demonstrating moves and sporting assorted belt-and-jumpsuit combinations.”

Another Example of Elvis’ Sensitivity and
Generosity
On July 20th 1975 Elvis Presley saw this little girl
standing on the far left of the stage. He walked over and
knelt in front of her. Realising she was blind, he held her
hand and spoke to her for a few minutes. He kissed his
scarf and touched both eyes with it then held the scarf to
the child's face. According to Kathy Westmoreland, he
had Dr. Nick put them in touch with a paediatric specialist
who said she needed corrective surgery which Elvis paid
for.

In July, Rev. Fred Omvlee lead an Elvis church service in Berlin. In the service, Rev. Omvlee
told the life of Elvis: his rise and fall, his faith and his difficulties; framed with gospels such as
Peace in the Valley, Amazing Grace and How Great Thou Art. There were Bible readings and of
course some hits from Elvis. Everyone was able to sing along with Can't Help Falling in Love,
Love Me Tender, Crying in the Chapel, It's Now or Never and Suspicious Minds.

I love this picture (below) of Elvis' Aunt
Nash (Rev. Nashval Lorene Pritchett Vernon’s sister) and Elvis’ cousin,
Karen Sue Pritchett (Susie)

Lisa Marie to Write a Book
We met Susie both in Memphis and
when she came over to UK for an event
in Blackpool, She is a very sweet
Southern lady.

Lisa Marie Presley has reportedly signed a million-dollar deal
to pen a book which will include details about her drug
addiction, her ex-husbands, including Michael Jackson and a
completely new understanding of her father. As she was only
eight years old when Elvis passed away it will be interesting to
see how she remembers her father.

This photo was shot by Ed Bonja
Photo left: Charlie
Hodge is asking Elvis
to announce to a
couple in the
audience to go
backstage where they
got news that their
little girl was taken to
hospital. It was the
very first time the
couple could make it
to a concert. When
the show was over,
Elvis asked what had
happened and when
he found out, he
organised for the
hospital bills to be
paid for any treatment
that was needed and
also gave the couple
tickets to every show
thereafter.

We bought a copy of this from him
when he attended the Bridlington
Festival. He was then already living in
Belgium.

ELVIS GOSPEL BRUNCH - SOLD OUT
At this sold out event at the Guest House Ballroom at Graceland, everyone savoured a Memphis-style
breakfast while enjoying live gospel music by the legendary Blackwood Brothers Quartet. The Blackwood
Brothers Quartet have a strong Elvis connection – from a young Elvis watching the quartet at Ellis Auditorium
in Memphis to Elvis and Vernon requesting the quartet sing at Gladys’ funeral in 1958. The quartet is currently
led by Billy Blackwood, who in October 1973, joined Donnie Sumner in the group called “Voice” that performed
for a period as an opening act for Elvis. Billy shared his Elvis stories and memories.

ELVIS PRESLEY GOSPEL
HOMECOMING
This took place on the Sunday evening at
Graceland Soundstage, Elvis Presley’s Memphis.
Here’s one fans report:
The Elvis Gospel Homecoming show was a
powerful one and featured wonderful
performances and stories by former members of
J.D. Sumner and The Stamps Quartet featuring
Ed Hill and Larry Strickland; Terry Blackwood and
The Imperials and the Blackwood Brothers
Quartet. At the end, the groups joined host Andy
Childs at the piano for an old-fashioned gospel
singalong, Elvis style.
James Burton with
some of his many
guitars. He has
established The
James Burton
Foundation which
supports music
education for those in
need through guitar
donations and music
instruction to schools,
hospitals, and
community service
organizations.

The Imperials with Jose Feliciano at the Guest House next to
Graceland.

JAMES BURTON: CELEBRATING 80 YEARS OF HIS
LIFE AND MUSIC
Guest House Theater, Graceland. James Burton celebrated
his 80th birthday in August. This retrospective event, hosted
by musician Andy Childs, featured music and storytelling as
James talked about his life and career of working with
everyone from Elvis, Johnny Cash, the Everly Brothers,
Ricky Nelson, John Denver, Merle Haggard-to Joni Mitchell,
Roy Orbison, and Elvis Costello.

